Urban Sprawl Webquest
Visit these websites:  http://www.cwac.net/landuse/index.html and http://www.interfacesouth.org/products/pdf/mod3fs4.pdf 
1. What is urban sprawl?  

2. Identify three problems urban sprawl causes for ecosystems.  For each, explain how urban sprawl creates the problem.

3. Identify three problems urban sprawl causes for humans.  For each, explain how urban sprawl creates the problem.

4. Of the problems listed, which concerns you most, and why?

Open this website, and study each set of photos:  http://landcover.usgs.gov/urban/info/factsht.pdf
5.  Describe the main problems shown in the photos.

Visit http://www.sierraclub.org/sprawl/community/transformations/index.asp and look at each of the slides for each city.  Then visit
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/00/earthpulse/sprawl/index_flash-feature.html
and complete the interactive flash area.  Lastly, visit http://www.embarq.org/en/problem/urban-sprawl and study the images.

6.  Write a paragraph about urban-sprawl related problems you see in your own community.  

7. Suggest specific solutions for your neighborhood that could reduce these problems.

Visit this website:  http://globe.gov/  Click on North America, followed by the tab on the map that says “satellite”.  Leave “labels” checked.
8.  Zoom in on one very large city (NYC, LA, Chicago, etc.), one medium sized city (any other you’ve heard of), and one small town.  In each, compare the amount of untouched space in the area nearby, versus the area for farming, versus the area that is suburb/city.  Write about what you find.  How much of the original biome remains?  What will happen in these areas in the future?

9. Repeat step eight in Europe.  How does this compare with what you see in North America?

10. Repeat step eight in Asia, particularly India or China.  How does this compare with what you’ve seen in the other areas?

11. Repeat step eight in Africa or South America.  How does this compare with what you’ve seen in the other areas?

If you have any spare time, see me for an additional activity.  

